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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

of a moderate heat the yield of the distillate remained unsatis-
factory. In order to overcome these disadvantages, and to prevent
the flowing back of the distillate condensed in the helmet, as well
as to increase the cooling effect of the air, the helmet known as
the "Rosenhut" (fig. 1, p. 40 and fig. 22) was constructed as early
as the 15. century. Near its base, at about the height of the
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outlet tube, a groove extended
around the inside of the helmet.
Through this the water, conden-
sing on the upper inner wall of
the helmet and running down,
was conducted into the outlet '

tube and from there into the receiver. The "Rosenhut" was
therefore in itself an inefficient air condenser, which served its
purpose with much less efficiency than did the "Mohrenkopf" in
the distillation of alcohol (fig. 15, p. 208).

In the preparation of the distilled waters, the first step to-
ward a better condensation with cold water, consisted in sur-
rounding the head of the helmet (alembic) with an oxbladder.